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WHS Lady Seariders Flag Football Team
Wins 2026 OIA D1 Championship

12 lead into the fourth quarter, but the 
Lady Seariders remained resilient and 
continued to fight. With just over two 

Na Keiki O Ka Möÿï Canoe Club Celebrates 50th Anniversary
Submitted by Kaui Ka‘aekuahiwi

“I ka wä ma mua, I ka wä ma hope. — 
The future is in the past.” ‘Ölelo No‘eau 
#6 (MKP) 

This shows the importance of pre-
serving traditional wisdom. Through 
generations, Hawaiians have often 
transferred their wisdom from elders to 

new generation.  
Hitting a 50-year milestone is mas-

sive. All these years, Ka Möÿï  has been 
sharing their knowledge and traditions 
of Hawaiian outrigger canoe paddling 
to the Waiÿanae community, from keiki 
to kupuna, allowing families to partici-
pate in the same sport together, to learn 
together and grow together. Club found-
er Rona Kaÿaekuahiwi, who passed 
away in 2005, left a legacy to fulfill. To 
carry on his legacy is massive as you 
are not just carrying on a name, you 
are carrying expectations, memories, 
an entire community’s respect and the 
pressure of wondering if you are enough 
to keep it alive and to keep paddling on 
the same waters he did.

Daughter and Head Coach, Lisa 
Kaÿaekuahiwi, is carrying on that lega-
cy of her father, along with the support 
of her older brother Danon (former co-
head coach), sister Nalei, and younger 
brother Dude, both former coaches. 
Today, there are four generations of 
Kaÿaekuahiwi paddlers. Their mom, 
Shannon, has also dedicated forty-five 
years to the club as manager and more.

It is the goal of Ka Möÿï  and its mem-
bers is to make a difference not only 

Submitted by WHS Athletic Department 
and Mae Oshiro

Congratulations to the Waiÿanae High 
School Lady Seariders 
Flag Football Team who 
became the 2026 OIA Dis-
trict 1 Champions on May 
5. Coming off an undefeat-
ed regular season,  (8-0-2), 
the Lady Seariders faced 
another undefeated power-
house, the Moanalua’s Na 
Menehune, and delivered 
a championship perfor-
mance! 

Waiÿanae struck first and 
led 6-0 after the first quar-
ter before the two teams 
battled to a 12-12 halftime 
tie. Moanalua carried a 25-

minutes remaining in the  game, Lady 
Searider Quarterback Kawena-Lynn 

Starting line-up of the Long Distance Memorial Race

Junior U19 Women Crew, fundraising for the world 
sprints in Singapore! Row 1: Teisha Sagapolutele 
and Kalena Mckeague. Row 2: Micah Kalae Tactay 
Teixeira, Kaiaulu Polite, Dyllen Kaauwai and Kalena 
Cueto.

Ka Moi Canoe Club founder, the 
late Rona Kaÿaekuahiwi 

Lady Seariders Flag Football Team and their coaches

Public Library
Programs

~ Pages 14 & 16 ~

WHSACF Scholarship 
Winners
~ Page 6 ~
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Please visit our Facebook page for updated events that are
happening throughout the month here on our Westside

F. O. W. L.F. O. W. L.
FFriendsriends  OOff  WWai‘anaeai‘anae  LLibraryibrary

THE WESTSIDE WHENTHE WESTSIDE WHEN

Once again, we return to the “thrilling days of yesteryear” in showing this photo of U.S. 
Navy Tracks near Lualualei Naval Ammunition Dump's Engine House (often call “NAD” 
by old-timers). Even though it was before our time, it’s easy to recognize the back-
ground. Does anyone know if those tracks are still up there? The person that sent this in 
wasn’t sure of the year, but it was definitely during WWII. Photo by John Knaus

Congratulations to all the recent 
graduates! How amazing to hear that 
so many graduates from our Westside 
high schools have received early accep-
tance into college or their Associates of 
Arts degree already and can move on 
to the next phase of their college career.

This year’s legislative sessions ended 
on May 8 with several bills that affect 
our Westside awaiting the Governor’s 
signature. You can also visit www.capi-
tol.hawaii.gov for more information.

The Hawai‘i State Department of 
Education announced that 74 public 
schools will offer free summer meals to 
children ages 18 and younger, starting 
June 9 through July 17. Meals are avail-
able Monday through Friday through 
the USDA’s Seamless Summer Option 
(SSO) program. Children do not need 
to be enrolled in a public school to par-
ticipate. Breakfasts will be served from 
7:15 to 8:45 a.m. and lunches from 
10:30 a.m. to noon. There will be no 
meal service on June 11 (Kamehameha 
Day) and July 3 (Independence Day ob-

served). Parents may call their nearest 
participating school directly for details. 
All meals must be eaten on campus — 
no grab-and-go options are available. 
Children do not have to be enrolled at 
a participating school to be served, and 
meals will consist of solid foods. For 
special diet accommodations, email 
specialdiets@k12.hi.us with as much 
detail as possible. Westside school’s 
participating in the SSO program are: 
Leihökü, Mä‘ili, Mäkaha, Nänäikapo-
no, Nänäkuli  Elementary, Nänäkuli 
High & Intermediate, Wai‘anae High 
and Wai‘anae Intermediate. In addition, 
Kahumana will be offering Kaukau 
4 Keiki program in which keiki may 
be eligible to receive a weekly box of 
breakfast and lunches. For more infor-
mation, see page 11.   

Hurricane season begins on June 1 
and runs through November 30. Fore-
casters with NOAA’s National Weather 
Service are predicting an above-normal 
hurricane season for the central Pacific 
basin this year and forecasting a total 

of 5-13 tropical cyclones across the cen-
tral Pacific when a near-normal season 
has 4 or 5 tropical cyclones. Tropical 
cyclones include tropical depressions, 
tropical storms and hurricanes. With 
all the recent weather oddities that we 
have had recently, start your prepara-

tions now.
So nice to see many public schools 

and organizations holding summer 
school classes or education-based 
workshops this summer for the keiki 
and ÿöpio. Make sure you check those 

In our April edition, the question was 
asked, “I went by Waiÿanae Library on 
Friday and was surprised to see Com-
munity Court being held in their meet-
ing room. What is Community Court 
and what types of cases are being adju-
dicated there?”

The Community Outreach Court 
(COC) was formally established in 2017 
to improve accessibility for its target 
participants — specifically, nonviolent 
misdemeanor offenders who are home-
less or at risk of homelessness. It sup-
ports individuals facing homelessness 
and related challenges such as mental 
health or substance use issues. It focuses 
on resolving minor criminal and traffic 
cases that could otherwise create bar-
riers to employment, housing or main-

taining licenses. Instead of jail time or 
fines, participants may complete com-
munity service and gain immediate ac-
cess to social services such as housing 
assistance, food support, healthcare and 
help obtaining vital documents.

Now for this month’s nïele question, 
“Do you know why there are wastewa-
ter pumping trucks that hook up long 
hoses that seem to be dumping raw 
sewage in the manhole in the ground 
oceanside by the stoplight at Kaukama 
Road in Mäÿili? If they are dumping 
wastewater, is it sanitized before they 
pump it out?”

If you know the answer or want to 
ask a nïele question, e-mail us at wss@
hawaii.rr.com and we’ll try to feature 
in an upcoming issue.

Continued on page 3

In addition, we are looking for donations 
of cookbooks.

Please stop by the meeting room every 
Friday from 9 to 11 am

and drop off your donations!

Kat Cadirao, Kelsey Domingo, Elsie Foster, Sally Ford, Eva Galariada-Rosa, Lei’a Haff, 
Kaui Ka’aekuahiwi, Tina King, Avary Maunakea, Mae Oshiro, Michelle Park,

Madisyn Sim, Donna Soriano, Kelly Stinefelt, Jennifer Sudick,
WHS Athletic Department

Nostalgic books featuring
“ Remember When”

Summer Reading novels and MORE!
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out as many are listed on our Facebook 
page. Don’t forget about the public li-
brary’s Summer Reading Challenge 
which starts on June 1 and runs to July 
31 and is open to all keiki, ÿöpio, makua 
and kupuna. This summer’s theme is “E 
Heluhelu Käkou – ‘Umeke Kä‘eo” is a 
calabash full to the brim and promises 
to fill your summer with “spam-tastic” 
programs, niu-knowledge and lots of lit-
erary adventures. Our Westside public 
libraries will be celebrating with many 
programs and activities (see pages 14 & 
16). For more information, visit librarie-
shawaii.org/summerreading

The King Kamehameha holiday is on 
June 11 with all City & County and State 
offices being closed. The celebrations 
will begin with the Statue Lei Draping 
at Aliÿiölani Hale on June 12 at 2:30 pm 
and the 109th King Kamehameha Cele-
bration Floral Parade from Iolani Palace 
to Kapiÿolani Park on June 13 beginning 

at 9 am followed by a celebration at Kap-
iolani Park from 11am to 5pm.  

June 19 is the Juneteenth National In-
dependence Day Federal holiday with all 
federal offices, banks, credit unions and 
post office being closed.  

June 21 is Father’s Day and don’t 
forget about "dear old Dad" or whoev-
er was the father figure in your life. It 
could have been your grandfather, un-
cle, a close male friend or your mom 
who pulled “double duty” and who in-
fluenced you and helped mold you into 
what you have become today. Make sure 
you give him a call, stop by for a visit, 
or take him out for breakfast or lunch. It 
will mean a lot! 

Last chance to enter the Waianae 
Coast Rotary Club’s 2026 “96792” 
Pride Amateur Photo Contest. Make 
sure you don’t just focus on just our 
beautiful ocean and sunsets, get up into 
the valleys and look for unique settings. 
Don’t forget about events that are also 
unique to our Westside. Send them in 
quickly as the contest ends on June 30!

E Kala Mai Ia ÿU
Some of the newspapers in our May 2026 edition had some printing issues with black streaks 
and smudges. Fortunately, it was caught and corrected by our printer but some of the newspa-
pers were missed by their proofers and were mailed out. If you received a newspaper that had a 
printing problem, e-mail us at wss@hawaii.rr.com and we will send you a digital copy. Also, we 
are a bit late coming out to you in the mail this month due to holiday scheduling. We apologize 
for any inconvenience we have caused.

From the Publisher
Continued from page 2

Nostalgic books featuring “ Remember When”

Summer Reading novels and MORE!

 

In addition, we are looking for donations of cookbooks.

Please stop by the meeting room every Friday from 9 to 11 am and drop off your donations!

Last Chance to get Last Chance to get 
your entries into your entries into 

Rotary for the Rotary for the 
20272027

"96792 Pride" "96792 Pride" 
CalendarCalendar
 Contest! Contest!
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TheTheHandi-VanHandi-Van

To get more information about
TheHandi-Van eligibility process,

call 808-538-0033.

City and County
of Honolulu

Na Keiki O Ka Möÿï
Continued from front page
in Waiÿanae but the entire Westside 
by keeping strong community interest 
and support in this tradition. It stress-
es discipline, hard work, dedication to 
training and develops character and 

values required for success, not just 
at paddling, but in life. To succeed re-
quires teamwork and both family and 
community support and commitment 
to these values keeps the club and the 
community strong. The club has over 
200 members, half of them make up fu-
ture leaders.

On May 6, Kahu Kaleo Patterson held 
a Hawaiian blessing and ceremony at 
the canoe halau for the club, the canoes, 
the equipment, the paddlers and their 
‘ohana, and a special blessing for our 
new wa’a (canoe) named “Keaohou,” 
which means a new or fresh beginning 
and a hopeful look toward the future. 

On May 9, Ka Möÿï hosted the “Rona 
Kaÿaekuahiwi Memorial Long-Dis-
tance Race” at Pökaÿï Bay — the first 
time since 2017. Over 50 crews from 
Hui Wa’a community participated and 
the lineup was a sight to see, as they 
all took off at the same time, whether it 
was to Mäkaha for the short course, or 
to Mäÿili then Mäkaha and back for the 
long course. 

Big mahalo to our sponsors — 
Waiakea Water, 4K Sanitation and Gen-
esis Trucking, LLC  and Waiÿanae High 
School Searider Culinary Program who 
topped it off with their hospitality and 
ono Hawaiian bento for all our paddlers.  

On May 17, Ka Möÿï was honored to 
join Na Kama Kai to participate in the 
Kaiāulu Healing Paddle Out with two 
waÿa and flowers to scatter in honor 
and remembrance of those we love and 
miss.  

Regatta season is here with the first 
race held on May 30 at Keÿehi Lagoon 
and hosted by Kalihi Kai Canoe Club. 
Ka Möÿï will be hosting their annual re-
gatta at Mäÿili Beach Park on June 27.  

Ka Möÿï paddlers have been training 
since April and others year-round as 
they prepare for post-season long-dis-
tance races as well as the world sprints 
in Singapore, in mid-August. The club 
will be strongly represented by two of 
our mana wahine crews; Masters 50 
Women and Junior U19 Women, both 
gold medal winners in prior long-dis-
tance races.

Remember — You Don’t Have to 
Carry the Whole Canoe Alone. In a 
six-person canoe, no single paddler 
lifts the entire boat, whether it is on the 
trailer, on the sand, or in the water. The 
weight is shared. The legacy belongs to 
the entire club!

Club members kökua Na Kama Kai at Kaiäulu Healing Paddle Out in remembrance of 
loved ones that have passed
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Shop Locally
Save time 

and money by 
shopping and 

supporting local 
businesses and 
services right 
here on the 
Westside.

Wai‘anae Elementary School STEM 
teacher Donna Soriano has been select-
ed for the highly competitive Earth-
watch Institute Teach Earth Fellowship, 
a national professional development 
program that places educators along-
side scientists conducting real-world 
environmental research.

Soriano will travel this summer to 
the southwestern United States to par-
ticipate in the expedition “Following 
Forest Owls in the Western U.S.” where 
she will work directly with researchers 
studying small forest owls and the im-
pacts of climate change on their habi-
tats. The expedition will take place in 
Arizona, where Soriano will stay at 
the renowned Southwestern Research 
Station, a field station nestled in the 

Wai‘anae STEM Teacher Selected 
for Prestigious Earthwatch Teach 
Earth Fellowship

Chiricahua Mountains. There, she will 
spend an entire week fully immersed in 
hands-on scientific research—survey-
ing owl populations, measuring habi-
tats, and assisting with data collection 
both during the day and at night.

“I am incredibly honored and excited 
for this opportunity,” said Soriano. “To 
work alongside scientists in the field, 
contribute to real research, and experi-
ence science in such an authentic way 
is truly inspiring. I can’t wait to bring 
these experiences back to my students 
in Wai‘anae.”

The Teach Earth Fellowship is a na-
tionally recognized program that pro-
vides educators with immersive field 
research experiences lasting 7–14 days. 
Teachers collaborate with Ph.D. level 
scientists, learn research protocols and 
collect data that contributes to ongoing 
environmental studies. Fellows then 
translate their experiences into engag-
ing classroom lessons, helping students 
connect with real-world science.

During the expedition, Soriano will 
assist scientists in studying owl ecolo-
gy, including nesting behavior, habitat 
availability, and how environmental 
changes—such as climate shifts and 
loss of tree cavities—are affecting 
wildlife populations. The research 
contributes to a broader understanding 
of ecosystem health and conservation 
strategies.

As part of the fellowship, Soriano 
will also document her journey through 
blog posts, sharing insights, discover-
ies, and reflections from the field with 
her school community and beyond.

Soriano has served as a STEM teach-
er at Wai‘anae Elementary School for 
over a decade, working with hundreds 
of students each year through hands-on 
engineering, coding, and maker-based 
learning experiences. She is passionate 
about creating opportunities for her stu-
dents—many from underserved com-
munities—to engage in meaningful, 
real-world STEM learning.

“This experience is not just for me—
it’s for my students and our entire 
Wai‘anae community,” Soriano added. 
“I’m excited to bring back new knowl-
edge, real research stories, and authen-
tic science experiences that will inspire 
the next generation of scientists, engi-
neers, and problem-solvers right here at 
home.”

WHSACF Scholarships 2026 
Honors Twelve Students
Submitted by Kat Cadirao

The Waianae High School Alumni 
& Community Foundation (WHSACF) 
was fortunate this year to be able to 
bless twelve graduation WHS seniors 
with a total of forty-four scholarships 
(students obtained multiple scholar-
ships) for college.

Thanks to twenty-two generous do-
nors, WHSACF was able to award 
$27,350 in scholarships. This year's 
scholarship donors included WHS 
Alumni Classes of 1965, 1976, 1977, 
1979, 1980 and 1983, as well as the 
WHS 60th Anniversary Scholarship, 
Ralph Onzuka Memorial Scholarships, 
Aila ÿOhana Scholarship, Delacruz/
Robinson ÿOhana in Memoriam of Lin-
da Richardson class of 1970 and Cyn-
thia Richarson class of 1972, Darlene U. 
Kay Scholarship, In Memory of Cherell 
L Keamo Scholarship, In Memory of 
Peter & Jean Mayeshiro Scholarship, 

George Omura Memorial Scholarship, 
Kiyoshi Oshiro Memorial Scholarship, 
The Former Teachers Scholarship & 
the WHSACF Scholarships. This year 
there was a new scholarship in memory 
of Verna Landford-Bright, one of the 
founding members of WHSACF and a 
graduate of the class of 1969. 

Scholarship recipients were: Skai 
Carman, Ariah Colt, Benaiah Jury, 
Dazmin Koa-Balles, Makakoa Leapa-
ga, Kirsten Magsayo, Shawdan Pache-
co, Emily Revilla, Cayzen Rice, Salain-
aoloa Tuimavave, Ry-n Uyeda, and 
Caitlyn Yamada.   

We would like to thank all of them 
for investing in our newest alumni and 
encouraging other classes and families 
to sponsor a scholarship for next year. 
Congratulations to the Class of 2026 
and all of the scholarship awardees. 
Follow your heart and make all your 
dreams come true!
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By Sylvia "Elsie" Foster R, CRB, CRS, GRI, SFR / License No. RB-15721

""RReal" Talkeal" Talk

Kalaniana‘ole Beach Park

Kaluna ('28) connected with Shyzelle 
Baron-Riveira ('29) to cut the deficit 
to 25-18!  After several key defensive 
stops on Moanalua’s next possession, 
Waiÿanae had a final opportunity. Kalu-
na connected with Makayla Gaston 
('27) on a 59-yard touchdown pass with 
1:19 remaining in the game and Kalu-
na then powered through on the ex-
tra-point run to tie the game 25-25 and 
force overtime.

In overtime, the Searider defense 
came up with another huge stop before 
the offense took the field.  After be-
ing held on their first few downs, the 
Lady Seariders persevered as Kaluna 
connected with Chevylen-Brooke Bee-
be-Lee ('26) on a 14-yard touchdown 

pass to secure the OIA DI Champion-
ship title!!

We are incredibly proud of the per-
severance, tenacity, and grit these girls 
displayed throughout the season and 
especially during the championship 
battle. Congratulations  to Head Coach 
Kenny Joseph and his staff for their out-
standing dedication and commitment to 
providing the best possible opportuni-
ties for our student-athletes. Coach Jo-
seph consistently sets a high standard 
for the program, challenges his athletes 
to work hard, and is deeply committed 
to the growth and success of the team. 
We are extremely proud of our Lady 
Seariders and the historic season they 
accomplished together!  Congratula-
tions  Lady Seariders — we are all so 
proud of you! I Mua Team Waiÿanae!

WHS Lady Seariders
Continued from front page

Hawaii’s Act 278 went into effect on 
February 5, 2026, in an attempt to help 
prevent evictions and reduce court con-
gestion. It is a two-year pilot program 
designed specifically to address evic-
tions based on non-payment of rent, 
shifting how these cases are handled 
by encouraging early resolution before 
they reach the courts.

New Eviction Law
At its core, Act 278 creates a required 

pre-eviction process for non-payment 
situations. Before a landlord can file 
an eviction for unpaid rent, they must 
provide a formal notice that includes in-
formation about mediation services and 
available resources. Tenants are given 
an opportunity to respond and poten-
tially resolve the issue, often through 

payment plans or other agreements, be-
fore a lawsuit can be filed.

It is important to note that Act 278 
does not apply to other lease viola-
tions. Evictions based on issues such 
as unauthorized occupants, property 
damage, illegal activity, or other lease 
breaches can still proceed through the 
standard legal process without the ad-
ditional pre-eviction requirements. 
This distinction is critical for property 
owners and managers navigating the 
enforcement of lease terms. Proper no-
tice delivery, documentation, and tim-
ing are now more important than ever. 
Missing a required step could delay the 
eviction process or result in dismissal, 
increasing holding costs and financial 

strain.
From a practical standpoint, Act 

278 emphasizes communication and 
documentation. Early outreach to ten-
ants, clear records of rent balances, 
and a willingness to engage in resolu-
tion efforts may help avoid prolonged 
vacancies and legal expenses. As this 
two-year pilot program unfolds, its 
success will depend on how effectively 
both landlords and tenants utilize the 
tools provided. Landlords and Proper-
ty Managers should review their inter-
nal procedures and train staff to ensure 
full compliance, while tenants should 
take advantage of available resources 
to address issues promptly and avoid 
further escalation.
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Out and About with LeiÿaOut and About with Leiÿa By Lei‘a Haff
Leia.vhaff@gmail.com

The Kona low brought heavy rain, flooding, runoff and debris that impacted communities 
across Oÿahu, and the Waiÿanae Coast felt it deeply. From Nänäkuli to Kaÿena Point, the storm 
left its mark not only on roads and neighborhoods but along the shoreline, where branches, 
trash, and debris washed ashore and remained long after the skies began to clear. It was a pain-
ful reminder that storms do not simply pass. Their effects settle into the places we love and into 
the lives of the people who call this coast home.

But on the Waiÿanae Coast, the story did not end with damage — it continued with its people.
In the days that followed, cleanup efforts began to take shape as residents, families, volun-

teers, community groups, and local leaders stepped forward to care for the damaged roads, 
flooded homes and shelters and the shoreline. From all over Oÿahu, people answered the call 
with urgency, compassion and love for place.

By late March, Mäkaha Beach became one of the clearest examples of that response. What 
could have remained only a scene of storm damage became something far more powerful. 
It became a place where people stood shoulder to shoulder in service of the ÿäina and of one 
another. Community members and supporters came together with a shared purpose to restore 
the shoreline and care for a place that has cared for generations.

And that is the part of this story that deserves to be remembered most. Yes, the storm left 
behind debris. Yes, the damage was real. But so was the response.

From Nänäkuli to Mäkaha, residents did not wait for someone else to take responsibility. 
They stepped forward with willing hands, open hearts and a deep sense of kuleana. They came 
as neighbors, as families, as youth, as küpuna, as leaders, and as everyday people who under-
stand that caring for the coast is not somebody else’s job. It belongs to all of us. What happened 
along the shoreline and on other parts of the Westside was about more than cleanup. It was 
about pride in where we come from. Every branch lifted, every bag filled, every donated deliv-
ery and every hour given became an expression of something larger than service. It became a 
reflection of the values that have always lived on this coast: resilience, humility, responsibility, 
generosity, and endless aloha.

The Waiÿanae Coast has always carried a strength that cannot be measured only in headlines 
or hard times. It lives in the people. It lives in the way this community rises for one another. It 
lives in the quiet understanding that when something we love is hurting, we do not turn away. 
We come closer. We help. We restore. We stand together.

In the wake of the Kona low, the coast did what it has always done in difficult moments: it 
came together. #PaaPono 96792

In the Wake of the Kona Low

Over 1,000 plus people showed up to help clean Mäkaha Surfing Beach and 
surrounding beach parks from Kona Low debris
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WHS Class of 1976 Celebrates 50 Years

Submitted by Eva Galariada-Rosa
On March 13, Waiÿanae  High School’s 

(WHS) Class of 1976 started their three-
day celebration of their 50th class re-
union from March 13-15 at various loca-
tions along the Westside.

Despite the weather (Kona Low), the 
weekend kicked off on Friday night 
with over eighty classmates and friends 
at Beach House By 604 reminiscing, 
talking story, raffles and auctions for 
scholarship money and lots of food. 
Due to our generous class, we ended 
up raising enough money to give six 
scholarships to this year's senior class at 
WHS through the Waiÿanae High School 
Alumni & Community Foundation. 

In spite of the continuing storm from 
the Kona Low, on Saturday we were 
honored by the Waiÿanae High School 

Alumni & Community Foundation at 
an event at WHS Cafeteria.  There were 
alumni from many different classes, and 
we all enjoyed each other’s company 
with singing, dancing and talking story. 

Sunday was our last day together and 
we all met at WHS’ Raymond Torii 
Field (football field) and remembering 
the days “way back when” and celebrat-
ed the brand-new football field. Some of 
the former players ran around the field 
like they were still teenagers. Following 
those reminiscens, we journeyed to Lil-
ikoi Lounge at Mäkaha Valley Country 
Club for lunch and closed evening and 
our weekend at the Willings ÿohana’ s 
hale.  

Time has passed on and many of us 
are lucky that even after fifty years, 
we are still friends and classmates and 

remain so since that day we graduat-
ed. Sad to say we have lost forty-three 
classmates but remembered them in a 
special ceremony and memoriam photo 
frame.  

Thank you again to all who donated 
to the scholarship fund and who came 
out to celebrate and made the long jour-
ney back to Waiÿanae in spite of the cra-
zy weather. 

Celebrating at Beach House by 604

Remembering the “good old days” at WHS’ Raymond Torii FieldRemembering the “good old days” at WHS’ Raymond Torii Field
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Clubs, Community Groups and 
Civic Organizations

AARP Chapter 4936 of Wai‘anae
9:30 am on the first Friday of each month
at the Wai‘anae Community Center
(Satellite City Hall).
Contact Tim Thornton (404) 272-4225.
Aerobics (Low Impact)
4 to 5 pm on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays at Wai‘anae District Park. For more
information, contact Flo Pell at 808-696-2776.
Aikido
Daily classes, morning, afternoon and
evening for children, teens and adults.
Call 808.202.6171 or 808.462-1118.
B&GClub Hawai‘i
    — Wai‘anae Clubhouse
Afterschool programs for youth & teens 
Grades 2nd thru 12th. Register at:
membership.bgch.com or  call 808-696-2754.

La Kōkua Ka‘ala Farm
9 am to 12 noon on the 2nd Saturday of each
month to mālama ‘āina, lo‘i and weeding.
All are welcomed! Call 808.696.4954 or check 
our website www.kaalafarm.org
Lualaulei Hawaiian Civic Club
3rd Thursday of every month at 6 pm and held 
both in-person and virtually via zoom at KS 
Learning Center in Mā‘ili. For more informa-
tion, Email: lualualeihcc808@gmail.com or visit 
our Instagram: @lualualeihcc808 or Facebook: 
Lualualei Hawaiian Civic Club
Mākaha Bridge Club
10 am on Wednesdays and Saturdays at
Lilikoi Lounge (Mākaha Valley Country Club).
Call Kay Smith at 808-695-7844 for more
information.
Mākaha Red Hatters
2nd Monday of each month at various
restaurants along the Westside. If you would 
like to join this club, call “Queen” Gerry
Ottinger at 808-399-2594.
Maj Jongg (American style)
Tuesdays at 11 am at various locations. Call 
Coco at 808-330-4765 for more information. 
Beginners welcomed!
Nānākuli-Mā‘ilī Neighborhood Board #36
7 pm on the third Tuesday of the month
at Nānākuli Public Library’s meeting room.
Call Neighborhood Commission Office at
808-768-3710 for more information or visit
honolulu.gov/nco

St John the Baptist Church Thrift Shop
Wednesdys. from 9am-1pm
Thursday 1pm-5pm Stop by for great

** Please visit our Facebook page for updated events that are happening throughout the month here on our Westside**

bargains! To volunteer, please email
revjazzybostock@gmail.com
Veterans of Foreign Wars
VFW Post 849 (Leeward Coast)  monthly member-
ship meetings at 6:30 pm on the 2nd Wednesday of 
each month at "Beach House by 604" (Pililaau Army 
Rest Camp). Our mission is to serve our veterans, 
the military, and our community. For more informa-
tion, contact Steve Mayoral at 310-365-7048.
Wai‘anae Coast Neighborhood Board #24
6:30 pm on the 1st Tuesday of each month
at at Wai‘anae Public Library. For more infor-
mation, contact Neighborhood Commission 
Office at 808-768-3710 or visit
honolulu.gov/nco
Waianae Coast Rotary Club
12 noon on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the
month at “Beach House by 604” (PARC) Pililaau (PARC) Pililaau 
Army Rec. Center Army Rec. Center (Rest Camp)(Rest Camp). . For more infor-
mation, contact: waianaecoastrotary.org or 
Craig Alvarado at craiga@bhhshawaii.com
Wai‘anae Farmer’s Market
Mākeke ‘Iki  9am to 12 Noon every Tuesday
at WCCHC Main Campus. 
Mākeke Wai‘anae 8 am to 12 noon every
Saturday at Wai‘anae Mall.
Formore information call 808-697-3709.
Wai‘anae Hawaiian Civic Club
5:30 to 7:30 pm on the 2nd Monday of each 
month at the KS Learning Center in Ma‘ili.
Contact waianaehawaiiancivicclub.org for 
more information..
Women of Wai‘anae
For more information visit womenofwaianae.
org or call Karen Young at 808-388-8828.
Focus is on fundraisers for non-traditional
college scholarships.

"The Pride of the Westside""The Pride of the Westside"
A monthly newspaper serving the communities of Nänäkuli,A monthly newspaper serving the communities of Nänäkuli,

Mä‘ili, Wai‘anae and MäkahaMä‘ili, Wai‘anae and Mäkaha
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June 2026 Calendar of Events

SMILE MUCH?JUST GIVE FRIENDS & FAMILY LIVING OFF THE COAST
A GIFT SUBSCRIP-TION TO WESTSIDE 

STORIES...

““WhatWhat ''s Ups Up”” on the Westside on the Westside

King
Kamehameha
Day

Thursday, June 11th

Sunday, June 21st
Father's Day

June 3
6 to 7 pm — Rainbow Limeade demo at 
Waiÿanae Public Library
June 10
5 to 7 pm — ÿUlu Poke With ÿElepaio cook-
ing demo at Waiÿanae Public Library

June 27
7 am to 5 pm — Ka Möÿï Canoe Club’s Re-
gatta at Mäÿili Beach Park

June 30
Deadline to enter Waianae Coast Rotary’s 
2026 Photo Contest

7 am to 5 pm — Leeward Kai Canoe Club’s 
Father’s Day Regatta at Kalanianaÿole 
Beach Park

June 13
10 to 11 am — Messy
Playtime at Nänäkuli Library
10 am to 2 pm — West Oÿahu Küpuna Re-
source Fair at WCCHC’s Dining Pavilion
June 15
5:30 to 6:30 pm — Slime Time at Nänäkuli 
Library
June 19
Juneteenth Federal Holiday
June 20
5:30 pm —Hot Küpuna Nights with Kuuipo 
Kumukahi & Friends at Kahumana
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ClimbHI to Hold 2nd Nänäkuli — Wai‘anae Exposure Fair and Hiring Blitz
Submitted by Jennifer Sudick

On May 5, more than 350 students 
attended a Leeward workforce de-

velopment event hosted by nonprofit 
ClimbHI in partnership with State Rep. 
Christopher Muraoka and Hui Huliau at 
the Ark of Safety Community Center in 
Wai‘anae Mall.

Leeward O‘ahu intermediate and 
high schools, along with dozens of local 
businesses and organizations, partici-
pated in the event, which was designed 
to link students up with career paths 
that offer economic self-sufficiency 
with a clear progression plan. 

“After reaching hundreds of students 
in our first-ever Leeward event in De-
cember, we are continuing to strengthen 
those connections as students look to-
ward graduation, summer internships 
and next steps,” said Julie Morikawa, 

President of ClimbHI. “Students are 
actively building their pathways to 
high-quality careers, progression plans, 
requirements and the experience need-
ed to begin their path to success.”

Exposure Fairs help engage students 
throughout middle and high school, so 
they have the tools and connections to 
select career pathways that help them 
reach economic self-sufficiency and 
achieve their dreams. The events offer 
hand-selected businesses and organiza-
tions the ability to present to students 
in short “speed-dating” style segments, 
as well as more informal Q&A sessions.

Hiring Blitz events helps to expedite 
the hiring process for high school ju-
niors and seniors by connecting them 
with available opportunities with nearly 
forty businesses and organizations par-
ticipating, representing a variety of in-
dustries. Students from Waiÿanae High 
School, Waiÿanae Intermediate School, 
Nänäkuli High & Intermediate School, 
Kamaile Academy and Ka Waihona o 
Ka Na‘auao Public Charter School at-
tended the event.

“At Hui Huliau, we’re committed 
to supporting our Westside ‘ohana by 
making sure our youth have real oppor-

tunities to learn, grow, and see what's 
possible for their future,” said Adrian 
Silva, Chairman of Hui Huliau. “Events 
like this help expose students to a wide 
range of careers across Hawaii and give 
them a better sense of the many path-
ways available to them.”

ClimbHI is inviting teachers, busi-
nesses, associations and nonprofit 
organizations to sign up for the free 
ClimbHI Bridge online portal for work-
force development and classroom en-
gagement opportunities, volunteer hour 
tracking and communication tools, and 
more. 

For more, visit climbhi.org
Students learn about careers with Honolu-
lu Fire Department.

Discussing different career options with 
City & County of Honolulu
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BGCH Waiÿanae Clubhouse Project Hope
Submitted by Michelle Park

More than two hundred community 
members gathered at the Boys & Girls 
Club of Hawaii’s Waiÿanae Clubhouse 
on April 25 for a powerful youth-led 

event. Project Hope, an initiative creat-
ed by Boys & Girls Club kids and teens 
in response to rising violence in their 
neighborhood, brought together keiki, 
parents, and community members to 

address safety, resilience and commu-
nity pride along the Waiÿanae Coast.

Interactive games, youth entrepre-
neurs and entertainment were held 
throughout the day. In addition, youth 
presented a community mapping proj-
ect identifying safe and unsafe areas in 
Waiÿanae and shared personal stories 
about their experiences and hopes for 
the future. Honolulu Police Department 
was also on hand to share their manaÿo 
with the youth and community mem-
bers that attended.  

"I was nervous as it felt different to 
have people from the community at-
tend to listen to us, as it was different 
from what we do at the Club with just 
our teens,” said Titus T., a participating 
youth. 

This story highlights something we 

don’t often see — youth not just react-
ing to challenges, but working towards 
solutions for their community.

Students share their community mapping project.

Showing off skills by making balloon an-
imals.

HPD officers share their manaÿo on safe spaces for youth.


