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MEMORIAL DAYMEMORIAL DAY
MONDAY, MAY 25THMONDAY, MAY 25TH

VoR's  Käne ÿÖpio Youth Leadership Project Inspires  Students
Submitted by Denice Keliikoa

More than fifty eight-grade young 
men from Nänäkuli and Waiÿanae Inter-
mediate Schools gathered on April 15 at 
Lanikühonua Cultural Institute, for the 
Käne ÿÖpio Youth Leadership Project, 
a Valley of Rainbows initiative focused 
on strengthening leadership, character, 

and future aspirations. 
The day opened with a powerful 

cultural protocol led by Dr. Kyle “Ka-
liko” Chang, grounding students in ÿike 
(knowledge) and values, followed by 
emcee Leon Florendo who set the tone 
for a day of growth and engagement. In 
his keynote speech, Charles Hew Len 
shared his personal story of growth 
and encouraged students to reflect on 
personal responsibility and the impor-
tance of self-leadership in shaping their 
futures.

Students then experienced hands-on 
and high-energy sessions with communi-
ty leaders and professionals. The Hono-
lulu Police Department Specialized Ser-
vices Division, led by Sergeant Pat Sung 
and SWAT K9 handlers Bruce Pang, 
Chad Tanaka, Joey Tomita, and Derek 
Yamamoto, demonstrated the discipline 
and partnership behind their “Heroes on 
Four Legs” program. This was followed 
by “Eyes in the Sky,” where Sgt. Dana 
Souza and Sgt. Alan Ibrao showcased 
drone technology and the evolving fu-

ture of policing. During breakout career 
panels, students connected directly with 
leaders across fields, including Mike 
Lambert (law enforcement), Dr. Kaliko 
Chang (health), Leon Florendo (educa-
tion), and professional mixed martial 
artist Yancy Medeiros, and gained in-
sight into diverse career pathways rooted 
in purpose and perseverance.

The afternoon shifted toward per-
sonal development and applied skills. 
Landen Muäsau returned to lead “First 

Papahana ÿO Kaiona at the Hawaiÿi State Senate
Submitted by Senator Samantha DeCorte

In a powerful and heartfelt moment at 
the Hawaiÿi State Senate, Papahana ÿO 
Kaiona took center stage to deliver the 
chamber’s “Moment of Contemplation,” 
bringing with them not just words, but 
the spirit of the Waiÿanae Coast.

The presentation was led by Briana 
Joshua, a proud graduate of Papahana 
ÿO Kaiona, and was joined by her moth-
er, Bernice Joshua, and cousin, Miulang 
Amina. Standing before lawmakers, 
their presence represented more than a 
family, it represented resilience, second 
chances and the transformative impact 
of culturally grounded education on the 
Westside.

Also present were kumu and staff 
who make Papahana ÿO Kaiona what 
it is today, educators and mentors who 
show up every day to guide, uplift, and 
believe in their students. Their work ex-
tends far beyond the classroom, build-
ing relationships that strengthen not 
only students, but entire families and 

communities.
For the past four years, Papahana ÿO 

Kaiona has operated out of a tempo-
rary space in Nänäkuli, setting up and 
breaking down daily, navigating un-
certainty while remaining steadfast in 
their mission. Despite these challeng-
es, the program has continued to grow, 

proving that impact is not defined by 
facilities, but by people. They are in the 
process of securing a permanent home 
on the Waiÿanae Coast, a milestone 
made possible through strong partner-
ships and a shared commitment to the 
future of Westside youth. Kamehameha 

Käne ÿÖpio at Lanikühonua

Briana Joshua (center) with staff and supporters of Papahana ‘O Kaiona.

Tysen Justo Finalist
at Spelling Bee

~ Page 8 ~

CommUNITY
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Please visit our Facebook page for updated events that are
happening throughout the month here on our Westside

THE WESTSIDE WHENTHE WESTSIDE WHEN

F. O. W. L.F. O. W. L.
FFriendsriends  OOff  WWai‘anaeai‘anae  LLibraryibrary

May Day is Lei DayMay Day is Lei Day

Viva Cinco De MayoViva Cinco De Mayo

Happy Mother's DayHappy Mother's Day

Honor our fallenHeroesHonor our fallenHeroes
on Memorial Dayon Memorial Day

In May we are featuring 
Hawaiiana and

Nostalgia
(Do You remember?)

Don't forget to donate Don't forget to donate 
your cleanyour clean

unwanted books.unwanted books.

May 1 is “May Day Is Lei Day in Ha-
waiÿi.” Make sure you make a lei, wear 
a lei and share a lei! It’s so nice to see 
that so many schools and organizations 
have brought back their May Day pro-
grams.

This year’s legislative sessions will 
end on May 8 with several bills that af-
fect our Westside are awaiting the Gov-
ernor’s signature. Visit www.capitol.
hawaii.gov for more information.

Once again Farrington Highway be-
came inadequate for the Westside with 
the watermain break in Nänäkuli re-
cently. Mahalo to all the city, state and 
federal representatives who stepped 
up to get Kolekole Pass opened for the 
morning commute and Board of Water 
Supply for their hard work to get things 
open as quickly as possible. However, 
once again it showed the need for a true 
emergency access road off our Westside 
that’s  open 24/7. Let’s hope we can all 
come together and work on this as soon 
as possible. 

Mother’s Day is on May 10. To all 

you mothers, grandmothers, aunties 
and older sisters who make a difference 
in a keiki’s life — mahalo for all you 
have done and continue to do. Mothers 
are incredibly special people, so make 
sure you send a card, flowers or visit 
with your mom and treat her to some-
thing special!

Believe it or not, graduation season 
is about to begin for our local high 
schools. Kamaile Academy PCS will 
hold their ceremony on May 21 begin-
ning at 6 pm. Waiÿanae High’s gradua-
tion ceremony is on May 22 beginning 
at 6 pm and Nänäkuli High & Interme-
diate School’s ceremony is on May 23 
beginning at 5 pm. All ceremonies will 
be held at their school’s field. The last 
day of school for the Westside public 
school students is May 30.

Memorial Day is on May 25. The an-
nual Shinnyo Lantern Floating Hawaii 
ceremony will be held the same day at 
Ala Moana Beach Park starting at 6:30 
pm. If you wish to have your loved one 
remembered, and don’t want to fight 

the crowds that day, you may submit 
your remembrances to lanternfloating-
hawaii.com/remembrances by May 24, 
and it will be printed and floated on a 
Collective Remembrance Lantern. The 
ceremony will be televised on May 25 
on KHON2 from 6:30 to 7:30 pm or on-
line via their website or on their You-
Tube channel.

Oops! In last month’s issue, Adam 
Davis from National Association of 
Secondary School Principals submitted 
a story about NHIS’ Principal Christine 
Udarbe being named as one of the final-
ists for National Principal of the Year 
in which he incorrectly gave the wrong 
dates of her tenure at NHIS and her de-
gree. She has been at NHIS since 2024, 
and her degree is a PhD (not EdD). 

Also, in last month’s issue we fea-
tured Matthew “Messiah” Cargo being 
named a finalist for the 2026 BGCH 
Youth of the Year. We are pleased to 

We apologize, but due to space limitations we needed to pull Niele this month.
It will return to its regular space next month in our June issue.

Impressions,” where students practiced 
communication, confidence, and even 
how to tie a tie with guidance from 
community “uncles.” Rotating breakout 
sessions deepened learning in self-care 
and wellness with Dr. Chang, technol-
ogy and innovation with Elton Garcia 
Uta and Chrissy Kauhine, and cultur-
al sustainability with Wayson Josue of 
ÿElepaio Social Services. The day con-

cluded with reflection, student sharing, 
and a collective closing of Hawaiÿi Alo-
ha which reinforced unity and pride. 

Heartfelt mahalo goes to the generous 
sponsors—Atherton Family Founda-
tion, Hawaiian Electric, First Hawaiian 
Bank, Hui Huliau, James Campbell De-
velopment, Waianae Coast Comprehen-
sive Health Center, NFL Foundation, 
Goodwill Hawaii, Wahine Toa Designs, 
and Westside Stories—whose support 
made this impactful day possible for 
West Oÿahu’s future leaders.

Käne ÿÖpio 
Continued from front page

share that he was named the 2026 Boys 
& Girls Club Hawaii State Youth of the 
Year – the organization’s highest honor 
and will represent the state at the re-
gional competition in May in Arizona. 
Good Luck Messiah!

As we were going to press, we learned 
of the passing of James “Jimbo” Tay-
lor who was well known as the Video 
Production Training Manager at ÿÖlelo 
Community Media at both Waiÿanae 
and Nanakuli High and later serving 
on the ‘Ölelo Board of Directors. Our 
deepest condolences to his ÿohana.

Once again, mahalo to all of you who 
stepped up to help all of our Westside 
community members in need with food 
and water, household goods, clothing, 
personal hygiene products, building 
materials and more through the past 
weeks of all the devastating storms. 
Westsiders are always there to help each 
other! #PaaPono96792

Schools, the Waianae Coast Compre-
hensive Health Center and the Depart-
ment of Education were all recognized 
for their partnership and commitment to 
securing a permanent home for Papah-
ana ÿO Kaiona and supporting the suc-
cess of its students. 

This moment in the Senate was more 
than ceremonial; it was a statement. A 

statement that programs like Papaha-
na ÿO Kaiona matter. A statement that 
Westside students deserve opportunities 
rooted in culture, identity, and purpose. 
A statement that when community, ed-
ucation, and leadership come together, 
real change is possible.

As applause filled the chamber, it was 
clear: Papahana ÿO Kaiona is not just a 
program, it is a movement grounded in 
ÿike, resilience, and hope for the next 
generation.

Papahana ÿO Kaiona
Continued from front page

Racquel Aikala, Samantha DeCorte, Kelsey Domingo,
Sally Ford, Wendy Gumm, Katie Kaÿahanui, Denice Keliikoa

and Kelly Stinefelt
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Wednesday, May 27 | 6:00pm – 7:30pm
Join us for the May 2026 meeting of the Wai‘anae Public Library in-person 
book club. This month’s book is The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah.  In 1934 
Texas, in the middle of the Dust Bowl, Elsa Martinelli must make a difficult 
choice: stay in the land she loves and ride out the storms with little food or 
water or depart for California and figure out how to make a living there.  
There is no longer a virtual/online book club.

Join us for a new self-guided writing circle that is a small 
safe place to practice your writing skills, learn from others, 
and share your own work, thoughts, and dreams.

On Saturday, May 2, visit us and pick out a free comic book 
of your choice. They are available while supplies last. Some 
comic titles include: World of Archie, Stitch, Energon Universe 
(Transformers, G.I. Joe), Garfield, Avatar: The Last Airbender,     
Armageddon X-Men / Avengers, and Spidey & His Amazing 

Monday, May 11 | 1:00pm – 2:30pm

Inaugural Valley CommUNITY Fest demonstrates
community connection and pride in Nänäkuli

Submitted by Katie Ka‘ahanui 
The inaugural Valley CommUNITY 

Fest held in March brought together 
residents, families, youth and service 
providers across the Westside for an 

evening centered on connection and 
community pride. Designed as a wel-
coming and inclusive space for all, the 
event created meaningful opportunities 

Continued on page 8

Community connections were made and everyone had lots of fun.
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Representative
Darius

Kila
House District 44
Mä‘ili, Nänäkuli,
Honokai Hale

Continued on page 8

City and County of Honolulu
TheTheHandi-VanHandi-VanTo get more information 

about TheHandi-Van 
eligibility process, call 
808-538-0033.

LLegislativelyegislatively    SSpeapeakkinging Representative
CHRISTOPHER

Muraoka
House District 45
Wai‘anae, Mäkaha
Mäkua

PLEASE NOTE:
If you had a 

problem submitting 
your photos, please 

resubmit them 
before the June 
30th deadline.

Representative Muraoka and Tamah-Lani 
Noh, Program Director; U.S. Vets

Representative Kila with Council for Na-
tive Hawaiian Advancement CEO Joe 
KühiõLewis and board member Makalika 
Naholowa‘a, where Rep. Kila honored the 
organization with a legislative certificate 
recognizing its 25th anniversary on the 
floor of the House Chamber.

As we approach the close of the 2026 
Legislative Session, I want to extend 
my heartfelt mahalo to the Waiÿanae 
Coast community for your continued 
support, manaÿo, and engagement. The 
Legislative session will end on May 
8th, marking the end of a meaningful 
and productive two-year session. It has 
been a true honor to serve our Waiÿanae 
community during this time.

Over the past two years, my work at 
the Capitol has remained grounded in 
the needs of Waiÿanae—supporting lo-
cal families, expanding access to jobs 
and workforce opportunities, improv-
ing infrastructure, and advocating for 
resources that strengthen our coast. 
While challenges remain, I am proud of 
the progress we have made together to 
uplift our community and create more 
opportunities for our residents to thrive 
close to home.

I also want to highlight an import-
ant upcoming event right here on the 
Waiÿanae Coast. On May 5th, the 96792 
Exposure Fair and Hiring Blitz will be 
held at the Ark of Safety Community 
Center, bringing together local busi-
nesses that are actively hiring. This is 
a valuable opportunity for our residents 
to connect directly with employers, 
explore career pathways, and take that 
next step toward stable employment. I 
strongly encourage anyone seeking a 
job or looking for a fresh start to attend 
and take advantage of this event.

As always, I remain committed to 
staying connected with our Waiÿanae 
community. Your voices guide this 
work, and I welcome your input. Please 
feel free to reach out to my office at 
808-586-8460, visit www.repmuraoka.
com, or connect with me on social me-
dia @repmuraoka. Mahalo for the priv-
ilege of serving Waiÿanae!

On May 8, the Hawaiÿi State Legis-
lature will adjourn the 2026 legislative 
session. As this column goes to print, I 
remain hopeful we will have strong de-
liverables to share with our community, 
including measures aimed at improving 
public safety, lowering costs for working 
families, strengthening road safety laws, 
and continuing investments that benefit 
our coast and Hawaiÿi as a whole. It has 
been a demanding session, but every 
bill, hearing, and late-night discussion 
has been grounded in one purpose: de-
livering for our communities.

I look forward to providing a fuller 
update in the weeks ahead on legislation 
moving to the Governor’s desk and what 
it could mean directly for our families.

Session Adjournment and 
Working for Our Coast

At the same time, I need to be very 
clear about an issue demanding im-
mediate community attention: the pro-
posed expansion of the Waimänalo 
Gulch Sanitary Landfill.

The City and County of Honolulu is 
pursuing the acquisition of additional 







WCCHC DINING PAVILION

WAIPAHU FAMILY HEALTH CENTER
FILIPINO COMMUNITY CENTER
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Rep. Muraoka
Continued from page 4

for community members to engage di-
rectly with local resources, visit food 
and product vendors, explore career law 
and public safety pathways and build 
closer relationships with those working 
every day to support the community.

Beyond individual interactions, the 
event also fostered meaningful con-
nections between residents and pro-
viders. Participants were introduced 
to programs and services they had not 
previously been aware of, increasing 
the likelihood of future engagement 
and resource utilization. The event also 
demonstrated strong family engage-
ment, with equal participation from stu-
dents and parents, reinforcing the im-

land to support landfill expansion. I 
strongly oppose this effort. Our com-
munity was given a promise that no fu-
ture landfill burden would continue to 
be placed on the Waiÿanae Coast.

Our coast has long carried more than 
its fair share of impacts, and our com-
munity deserves solutions rooted in en-
vironmental justice, public health, and 
genuine accountability. Expanding the 
landfill is not the answer.

Now is the time for our community 
to raise its voice. Stay informed. Par-
ticipate in meetings. Submit testimony. 

CommUNITY Fest
Continued from page 3

Rep. Kila
Continued from page 4

Share your concerns. Community ad-
vocacy has always been the strongest 
when we move together.  Please vis-
it www.honolulu.gov/dpp/pim-mhl/ to 
submit your comments.

I also want to mahalo the many res-
idents who continue to stay engaged, 
whether on legislative issues, public 
safety concerns or neighborhood mat-
ters. Your voices shape this work.

As session concludes, the work does 
not end, it continues year-round in ser-
vice to you and our community. As al-
ways, please continue to reach out to 
our office and we will do our very best 
to help. You can contact us at (808) 586-
9480 or repkila@capitol.hawaii.gov 

Submitted by Wendy Gumm
On Saturday, March 28, fourth-grade student Tysen Ka-

pule Justo, not only represented Nānāikapono Elementary 
School in the State Spelling Bee, but the entire Westside of 
O‘ahu. 

The first and youngest student from this side of the island 
to have reached this accomplishment, started his journey in 
January coming in as runner-up at the school level Spelling 
Bee Contest, then on to the District where he placed 2nd. 
From there it was on to the State Spelling Bee. Due to the 
hard efforts of his parents, Joanie Dumlao and Tysen Jus-
to and family, Tysen was able to make it to the State Finals 
where he placed 12th in the state and definitely showed 
that the Westside has “hidden gems.” Thank you for your 
valiant effort and hard work Tysen!

Tysen Kapule Justo Represents
Westside at State Spelling Bee Finals

portance of inclusive, family-focused, 
community-centered spaces.

The strong turnout and overwhelm-
ingly positive feedback reflect a grow-
ing appetite for opportunities that prior-
itize connection, access and community 
voice. Mahalo to INPEACE for spon-
soring the event, the thirty plus com-

Police Department, Honolulu Fire De-
partment and Department of Law En-
forcement.

munity vendors, the Waiÿanae-Nänäku-
li DOE complex, the City & County of 
Honolulu, Hawaiian Electric, Honolulu 

Some of the many volunteers who helped  
make the event a success. Teachers Bryson Matsushima 

and Wendy Gumm with Tysen 
Kapule Justo (Center)
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Clubs, Community Groups and 
Civic Organizations

AARP Chapter 4936 of Wai‘anae
9:30 am on the first Friday of each month
at the Wai‘anae Community Center
(Satellite City Hall).
Call Patrick Maher at 808-545-6003.
Aerobics (Low Impact)
4 to 5 pm on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays at Wai‘anae District Park. For more
information, contact Flo Pell at 808-696-2776.
Aikido
Daily classes, morning, afternoon and
evening for children, teens and adults.
Call 808.202.6171 or 808.462-1118.
B&GClub Hawai‘i
    — Wai‘anae Clubhouse
Afterschool programs for youth & teens 
Grades 2nd thru 12th. Register at:
membership.bgch.com or  call 808-696-2754.

La Kōkua Ka‘ala Farm
9 am to 12 noon on the 2nd Saturday of each
month to mālama ‘āina, lo‘i and weeding.
All are welcomed! Call 808.696.4954 or check 
our website www.kaalafarm.org
Lualaulei Hawaiian Civic Club
3rd Thursday of every month at 6 pm and held 
both in-person and virtually via zoom at KS 
Learning Center in Mā‘ili. For more informa-
tion, Email: lualualeihcc808@gmail.com or visit 
our Instagram: @lualualeihcc808 or Facebook: 
Lualualei Hawaiian Civic Club
Mākaha Bridge Club
10 am on Wednesdays and Saturdays at
Lilikoi Lounge (Mākaha Valley Country Club).
Call Kay Smith at 808-695-7844 for more
information.
Mākaha Red Hatters
2nd Monday of each month at various
restaurants along the Westside. If you would 
like to join this club, call “Queen” Gerry
Ottinger at 808-399-2594.
Maj Jongg (American style)
Tuesdays at 11 am Call Coco at 808-330-4765 
for more information. Beginners welcomed!
Nānākuli-Mā‘ilī Neighborhood Board #36
7 pm on the third Tuesday of the month
at Nānākuli Public Library’s meeting room.
Call Neighborhood Commission Office at
808-768-3710 for more information or visit
honolulu.gov/nco

St John the Baptist Church Thrift Shop
Wednesdys. from 9am-1pm
Thursday 1pm-5pm Stop by for great
bargains! To volunteer, please email
revjazzybostock@gmail.com

** Please visit our Facebook page for updated events that are happening throughout the month here on our Westside**

Veterans of Foreign Wars
VFW Post 849 (Leeward Coast)  monthly member-
ship meetings at 6:30 pm on the 2nd Wednesday of 
each month at "Beach House by 604" (Pililaau Army 
Rest Camp). Our mission is to serve our veterans, 
the military, and our community. For more informa-
tion, contact Steve Mayoral at 310-365-7048.
Wai‘anae Coast Neighborhood Board #24
6:30 pm on the 1st Tuesday of each month
at at Wai‘anae Public Library. For more infor-
mation, contact Neighborhood Commission 
Office at 808-768-3710 or visit
honolulu.gov/nco
Waianae Coast Rotary Club
12 noon on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the
month at “Beach House by 604” (PARC) Pililaau (PARC) Pililaau 
Army Rec. Center Army Rec. Center (Rest Camp)(Rest Camp). . For more infor-
mation, contact: waianaecoastrotary.org or 
Craig Alvarado at craiga@bhhshawaii.com
Wai‘anae Farmer’s Market
Mākeke ‘Iki  9am to 12 Noon every Tuesday
at WCCHC Main Campus. 
Mākeke Wai‘anae 8 am to 12 noon every
Saturday at Wai‘anae Mall.
Formore information call 808-697-3709.
Wai‘anae Hawaiian Civic Club
5:30 to 7:30 pm on the 2nd Monday of each 
month at the KS Learning Center in Ma‘ili.
Contact waianaehawaiiancivicclub.org for 
more information..
Women of Wai‘anae
For more information visit womenofwaianae.
org or call Karen Young at 808-388-8828.
Focus is on fundraisers for non-traditional
college scholarships.

"The Pride of the Westside""The Pride of the Westside"
A monthly newspaper serving the communities of Nänäkuli,A monthly newspaper serving the communities of Nänäkuli,

Mä‘ili, Wai‘anae and MäkahaMä‘ili, Wai‘anae and Mäkaha
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MAY 2026 Calendar of Events

Remember Mom on Mother's Day
Sunday May 10th

and those who
gave their final 

measure on
Memorial DayMonday, May 25th...

““WhatWhat ''s Ups Up”” on the Westside on the Westside

MAY 1MAY 1STST

May Day isMay Day is

LEI DAYLEI DAY
in Hawai‘iin Hawai‘i

Mother's Mother's 
DayDay

Memorial DayMemorial Day

May 1
May Day - Lei Day
9 am to 1 pm — “Preschool Here I Come” 
event at INPEACE Nänäikeola

May 2
6 pm — Makaha Canoe Club’s Open Market 
Festival at Mäkaha Valley Country Club
7 pm — Nänäkuli Performing Arts presents 
“NPAC Rewind” at Nänäkuli High’s Multi-
purpose building

May 5
11 am to 1 pm — Westside Hiring Blitz at Ark 
of Safety Center (Waiÿanae Mall)\

May 7
4 to 8 pm — 3rd Annual Lei of Literacy
program at Nänäkuli Public Library

May 8
7 am to 1:30 pm — Spring Craft Fair at
WCCHC’s Dining Pavilion

May 9
3 to 8 pm — 10th Annual Ko Olina Children’s 
Festival at Ko Olina (Kekai Place Lawn)

May 10

May 22
6 pm — Waiÿanae High School Graduation 
Ceremony at Raymond Torii Field

May 23
5 pm — Nänäkuli High School Graduation 
Ceremony at NHIS’ Hawks Stadium

May 25

May 28
Last day of public school

May 16
10 am to 2 pm — Keiki Car Seat Check-Up 
and Installation at Waiÿanae Mall

May 21
6 pm — Kamaile Academy PCS Graduation 
Ceremony at Kamaile’s school field



The Role of Hawaiian Civic Clubs in the Waiÿanae Moku

Aloha, Verna Mae Leimomi Landford-Bright
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Submitted by Raquel Aikala
On April 10, 2026, Verna Mae Leimo-

mi Landford-Bright entered into eternal 
rest. “Aunty” Verna (as everyone would 
call her) was a pillar of the Molokaÿi and 
Waiÿanae community. Her many roles 
as a servant to her community and ÿäi-
na, dear friend, sister, mother, grand-
mother and great-grandmother here on 
earth, will forever be cherished. While 
she has left our side, the impact of her 
kindness, unwavering dedication, perse-
verance, and aloha, will remain with us 
all. We find comfort knowing that she is 
at peace and has reunited with her late 
husband Wilbur “Hailama” Bright, her 
mother Evangeline Kaleikoa Kiaha and 
her father Richard Bernard Landford Sr. 
and the thousands of küpuna who came 

Continued on page 12

before her.
Born on March 3, 1951, in Hono-

lulu, Verna was raised in Mäÿili (on 
Kimo Street), when they played movies 
on screens, under the stars, sitting on 
benches for residents that were family to 
one another. She attended public schools 
in the community and was a proud grad-
uate of Waiÿanae High’s Class of 1969. 
While she is most remembered as a Song 
Leader through grades 9 to 12, her active 
role in the Neighborhood Youth Camp, 
Elections and Social committees (just to 
name a few), was no-nonsense. Some of 
her peers recall her being a CPO (Cam-
pus Police Officer) and a proud mem-
ber of the Hawaiian Club and was Miss 
Football in the Homecoming Court. She 
enjoyed reminiscing about the “good 
old days” of Waiÿanae, full of laughter 
when greeted by long-lost friends, but re-

mained closely in touch with classmates 
and those of “hanabata” time and was al-
ways looking forward to their travels and 
get-togethers for all occasions. 

Married in 1970, Aunty Verna moved 
to Molokaÿi, starting a family of her 
own. She worked for Alu Like, Lokahi 
Pacific, Maui Community College, and 
Molokaÿi Family Planning at the Hospi-
tal. Aside of her work and ÿohana, she 
established her place in Molokaÿi Maka-
hiki Committee, started the Molokaÿi 
Bed Race during the Aloha Week Fes-
tivals, became the Möÿï Wahine of the 
celebration, and even helped plan and 
organize the first and only Gay Pageant 
Carnival and Fair on Molokaÿi. She was 
featured on CNN and World News for 
her endeavors. 

In 1988, Verna returned to Oÿahu 
and made her home in the family ÿäina 
of Puea (Waiÿanae Valley). She began 
working with Waiÿanae Mental Health 
Services and then with City & County’s 
Oÿahu Work Links as a Job Resource 
Case Manager while serving concur-
rently with VASH (Visitor Aloha Soci-
ety of Hawaiÿi), until she retired in 2022. 
In the middle of all this, Verna could 
not limit herself to just two islands and 
she and Hailama moved to Makawao, 
Maui for five years and became a full-
time makua at The Maui Farm Inc., 
where she cared for children who were 
“wards” of the state and helped to fos-
ter teens in being rooted with Hawaiian 
Cultural Practices and ÿÄina Based-Ed-
ucation within the home. 

Her leadership and advocacy for ed-
ucation were very evident as she was 
one of the founding members of the 
Waiÿanae High School Alumni & Com-
munity Foundation; one of the founding 
members of Valley of the Rainbows; a 
non-profit group that not only provided 
aid to the youth of the west side com-
munities but also sponsored an annual 
event such as Sunset on the Beach for 
many years. Her vision was to be proac-
tively engaged in and with the “future” 
of Waiÿanae; evident with the various 
workshops, scholarship, and activities/
field trips to help encourage the youth 
to “not just dream, but to fulfill them!” 

After her retirement, she volunteered 
to work at Waiÿanae High School part-
time for a few more years and contin-
ued as a board member of the Waiÿanae 
Moku Küpuna Council. She remained a 
Temple member of The Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and has 
forever influenced countless other enti-
ties. Well-known for that million dollar 
smile, that poofy hair with some kind 
of arrangement in it, that little plum 
car with her personalized license plate, 
those bright eyes that light up when 
meeting someone new, that radiant per-
sonality looking for her next project to 
execute, and that undying energy that 
would swoop into the Waiÿanae Coast 
like a powerful but necessary wave. 

She is leaving behind a massive leg-
acy of such a beautiful posterity, which 
include her daughters — Benadeen(-
Joe) Paraiso of Molokaÿi, Evan (Jorge) 
Weiss of Colorado, Racquel(Ryan) 
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Aikala of Maui, Renee(Marc) Albino 
of Alaska, Raldeen Albino of Alaska, 
Carolyn(Raymond) Kaÿupu of Hilo, 
Ralayna(Detrick) Rawlins of Waiÿanae, 
Royal Albino of Alaska; Sons — 
Ty-Gregory(Marisa) Wilcox-Landford 
of Aiea, Robert(Stacie) Barrera of Col-
orado, Ralph(Eraina) Albino of Alaska, 
Travis(Lace) Landford of Molokaÿi; 
Countless hänai keiki; Thirty-eight 
moÿopuna and twenty-two great-grand-
children; Brothers — David(Margaret) 
Puli (predeceased), Richard B.(Shirley) 
Landford Jr. of Waiÿanae, Robert(Snoo-
ki) Puli of California, William(Donna) 

Landford of Alaska, Darrell(Charlene) 
Landford (predeceased), Elvis(Es-
peranza) Landford of Waiÿanae, Jor-
dan(Veronica) Landford (predeceased), 
Rex-Shane(Annette) Landford of 
Waiÿanae; Sisters — Gloria (Penny) 
Bailey of Nänäkuli, Bernadette(Jerry) 
Mallonee (predeceased), Lane Dal-
las(Steve) Herrington of Tennessee and 
Rozlynn(Moses Jr.) Philips of Molokaÿi.

Services will be held on May 16 at the  
Makakilo Stake Center LDS Chapel 
(92-900 Makakilo Dr.). Visitation will 
be from 9 am to 1 pm followed by ser-
vices from 1 to 2 pm.

Aloha ÿOe and A Hui Hou, Verna 
Landford-Bright!

Waiÿanae Elementary School Princi-
pal Sheldon Konno (shown above center) 
has been named the 2026 recipient of the 
prestigious Masayuki Tokioka Excel-
lence in School Leadership Award, rec-
ognizing his commitment to strengthen-
ing school culture and expanding support 
for students and families in the Waiÿanae 
community. The annual award honors 
outstanding Hawaiÿi public school prin-
cipals who demonstrate visionary lead-
ership, a commitment to student success 
and meaningful engagement with their 
school communities.

“It’s very humbling to be recognized, 
and that the community at large sees the 
vision of what we’re trying to do at our 
school, to not only support our kids but 
the Waiÿanae community as a whole. 
It helps to ground us even more,” said 

Sheldon Konno 2026 recipient of the Masayuki 
Tokioka Excellence in School Leadership Award

Konno, who is in his fifth year as prin-
cipal. “It’s definitely a käkou effort. I 
wouldn’t be able to stand here and talk 
about our vision and what we’ve done if 
it wasn’t for the team at our school.”

Sponsors Island Insurance Foundation 
and King’s Hawaiian awarded Konno a 
$25,000 prize — including a $10,000 
personal cash award and $15,000 toward 
a school project of his choice. He plans to 
use the award funds to expand Waiÿanae 
Elementary’s community resource cen-
ter, which provides critical support and 
services to students and families in a 
community impacted by socioeconomic 
challenges. The resource center operates 
within the school’s Seahorse Communi-
ty Hub, connecting families with essen-
tial resources and helping remove barri-
ers to student learning.

Verna Landford-Bright
Continued from page 10
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